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- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
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Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 

Status 

1 )KI Responsive to communication(s) filed on 10 August 2009 . 
2a )□ This action is FINAL. 2b)^ This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) ^ Claim(s) 18-37 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) 20,23,24,27-31,33 and 34 is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) EI Claim(s) 18.19.21.22. 25. 26. 32 and 35-37 is/are rejected. 

7) 0 Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) Q The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) ^ The drawing(s) filed on 06 December 2005 is/are: a)^ accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 

1 1) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 
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1 Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

20 Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3.Q Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Election/Restrictions 

1 . Applicant's election without traverse of Species III- Figure 4 in the reply filed on 
8/10/2009 is acknowledged. The Applicant agreed with the Examiner's assertion that 
claims 18-22,25,26,33 and 35-37 read on the elected embodiment. Upon further 
consideration, claim 32 appears to read on the elected embodiment, however claim 20 
and 33 do not. With respect to claim 20, the two retaining member parts that are 
movable apart from each other as lift means does not describe the elected embodiment, 
because the lift means in Figure 4 is the folded bellows. Two retaining parts constituting 
the lift means are included in the embodiments shown in Figures 1 and 2, and Figures 
7a-7c. With respect to claim 33, this claim requires a lift limiter (34) which is a separate 
element from the lift means previously claimed. This lift limiter is shown in Figures 1 and 

2, and not Figure 4. In summary, claims 1 8, 1 9, 21 , 22, 25, 26, 32 and 35 read on the 
elected embodiment. Claims 20, 23, 24, 27, 28-31 , 33 and 34 are withdrawn from 
further consideration pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .142(b) as being drawn to a nonelected 
species, there being no allowable generic or linking claim. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(a) the invention was known or used by others in this country, or patented or described in a printed 
publication in this or a foreign country, before the invention thereof by the applicant for a patent. 
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(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

3. Claims 18, 22, 25, 26, 32, 36, and 37 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as 
being anticipated by Fredriksson et al. (GB 2 373 218 A) Fredriksson teaches a device 
for lifting a front hood of a motor vehicle in case of collision with a pedestrian including a 
retaining member (unnumbered catch described on page 6, lines 14-18.) Also taught is 
a pyrotechnic explosive unit (14) for releasing the retaining member (as described, the 
inflation of 8 by the gas produced pushes 1 9 up which releases the catch.) The energy 
released by the explosive unit also actuates the lift means (8.) Regarding claim 22, the 
sleeve 8 can fairly be called a transmission element, since the impulse released by the 
gas of the explosive unit drives this transmission to fill and lift the hood. Regarding 
claims 23 and 24, the lift means is a lift device that is a folded bellows (8.) Regarding 
claim 32, the explosive unit produces propulsive gas (see page 6, last paragraph.) 
Regarding claims 36 and 37, these limitations are previously described above, and the 
method is inherent and disclosed throughout. 

4. Claims 18, 19, 22, 25, 26, 32, 35-37 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as 
being anticipated by Knight -Newbury et al. (WO 02/072393) Knight- Newbury et al. 
teaches a device for lifting a front hood of a motor vehicle in case of collision with a 
pedestrian including a retaining member (catch 34, and bracket 9, see Figure 1) Also 
taught is a pyrotechnic explosive unit (19) for releasing the retaining member (as 
described, the inflation of the sleeve 21 by the charge actuates the release arm 33 to 
release the catch, see page 8, second paragraph) The energy released by the explosive 
unit also actuates the lift means (sleeve 20 inflates and pushes the hood up) Regarding 
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claim 19, the retaining member 9 is a connecting element for rigid connection of the 
hood with the vehicle body (via arm 34, which is rigid until released by the catch.) 
Regarding claim 22, the sleeve 20 can fairly be called a transmission element, since the 
impulse released by the gas of the explosive unit drives this transmission to fill and lift 
the hood. Regarding claims 23 and 24, the lift means is a lift device that is a bellows. 
Regarding claim 32, the explosive unit produces propulsive gas. Regarding claim 35, at 
least one guide element (unnumbered threaded connection at top of 34 in Figure 1) is 
provided in a guide opening. Regarding claims 36 and 37, these limitations are 
previously described above, and the method is inherent and disclosed throughout. 
5. Claims 18, 19, 21, 22, 32, 35-37 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Sasaki (DE 100 33 126 A1 .) Sasaki teaches a device for lifting a front 
hood of a motor vehicle in case of collision with a pedestrian including a retaining 
member (hollow bracket 25 and element 33 see Figure 2) Also taught is a pyrotechnic 
explosive unit (30) for releasing the retaining member (as seen in Figure 5B, the 
element 33 breaks along weakness line, when piston is moved up) The energy released 
by the explosive unit also actuates the lift means (28) Regarding claim 19, the retaining 
member 25 is a connecting element for rigid connection of the hood with the vehicle 
body. Regarding claim 21, the explosive unit is in a hollow space in the retaining 
member. Regarding claim 22, the piston can fairly be called a transmission element, 
since the impulse released by the gas of the explosive unit drives this transmission up 
to lift the hood.. Regarding claim 32, the explosive unit produces propulsive gas. 
Regarding claim 35, at least one guide element (unnumbered pin connections at top of 
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bracket 25 is provided in a guide opening (unnumbered openings) Regarding claims 36 
and 37, these limitations are previously described above, and the method is inherent 
and disclosed throughout. 

Conclusion 

6. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. The references cited on the attached PTO 892 teach hood hinge 
release mechanisms of interest. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Ruth Han whose telephone number is 571-272-6673. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday, 8:30-5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Paul Dickson can be reached on 571-272-7742. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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